Epithelial lesions in low flow states: a unifying concept.
Several epithelium-lined organs are highly vulnerable in low flow states, and may lead to lesions such as hemorrhagic enteritis, stress ulcer, renal tubular necrosis, acalculous cholecystitis and "shock lung". A hypothesis is presented which postulated that the redistribution of the subepithelial microcirculatory blood flow and the subsequent damage to the epithelial barrier are the crucial processes in their pathogenesis. Presently available evidence in support of this thesis is summarized.